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Discover Comprehensive Musicianship Methods for 
Band and Orchestra

Discover the Measures of Success series 
for band and orchestra, powerful classroom 
methods that combine time-tested pedago-
gy with outstanding sequencing and reper-
toire. The systematic presentation of these 
methods reinforces musical techniques in a 
practical, positive way.

FJHmusic.com

Announcing String Orchestra Music Releases - The 
Tradition Expands

Our new string orchestra music releases are hot off the press! 
Explore all-new selections featuring original and arranged pieces 
ranging from Grade 0.5 through 3.5, carefully selected to suit your 
fall and holiday concerts, festival performances, and more. With 
an interactive online component to streamline easy and thorough 
selection, you can access free professional recordings and Scor-
eVideos for each new piece, as well as Composer Insights videos. 
We can’t wait for you and your ensembles to play this wonderful 
new music!

KendorMusic.com

Wingert-Jones Publications Releases New Works 
for Concert Band

The latest collection of concert band works from Wingert-Jones 
Publications has arrived. Curated to aid band directors in fostering 
achievement within their ensembles, this catalog includes but is 
not limited to, works for occasions such as fall and spring con-
certs, holiday concerts, and contest and festival performances. 
Accompanying the release of these works are a collection of free-
to-use resources that include ScoreVideos and Composer Insights 
Videos, as well as live professional recordings of the music avail-
able for streaming now on all major platforms and the publisher’s 
website. In the spirit of adding to the Wingert-Jones Publications 
heritage of achievement-focused works, the publisher welcomes 
eight additional composers: R. Alan Carter, Jay Coles, Trestin Du-
rant, Joshua Hobbs, Christina Huss, Robert Sheldon, Bruce W. Tip-
pette, and Chandler L. Wilson. 

WingertJones.com

Hal Leonard Launches MuseClass
An advanced, all-in-one ed-

ucation solution for grade 6-12 
music educators

The first major software 
release since Hal Leonard 
joined Muse Group includes 
world-leading music and method books, assignment features, 
and AI-powered practice tools. 

MuseClass allows music educators and band directors to share, 
collect, and grade assignments on an easy-to-use platform, which 
also contains a curated library of educational content. Students 
receive assignments through the MuseClass app (available on iOS, 
Android & Chromebook), and can submit their progress as video 
or audio recordings, or upload worksheets. 

One notable MuseClass feature is AutoGrade, the AI-powered 
practice tool. This pioneering technology listens to a student’s 
performance and provides immediate feedback on timing and 
pitch, even for polyphonic instruments like piano or guitar. The 
tool can inspire students to repeat their practice sessions, or a 
teacher can set an AutoGrade challenge as an assignment.

The platform is completely free for all schools in year one and 
will continue to be developed with close feedback from music ed-
ucators. In year two, MuseClass is free for teachers, with a $15.99 
annual cost per student and bespoke offerings for school districts.

MuseClass.com

Excelcia’s New Concert Band Music
We are thrilled to share our new con-

cert band releases with you! This collec-
tion of music is now available to play 
and purchase from your favorite music 
retailers and from us. The catalog fea-
tures new music for a variety of skill lev-
els as well as a wide gamut of occasions, 
including back-to-school, seasonal, and 
contest/festival performances. Dive in and experience the sense 
of connection and hope embodied by this inspiring collection.

ExcelciaMusic.com

SURF Music Unveils FREEmium Tier
SURF Music introduces SURF Free-

mium, a new level of access that invites 
creators around the world to peek behind 
the curtain of the music industry. Freemi-
um users can explore SURF’s powerful dis-
covery features – including collaboration 
opportunities on SURF Sessions through 
access to curated briefs – to see how they 
can connect and collaborate with any creator on the platform.

Designed specifically with global collaboration in mind, SURF’s 
platform features genius tools like auto-translated chat, built 
to tear down language barriers and allow creators to meet and 
work with people outside of their region. SURF Sessions makes 
file sharing, editing, and organization so much easier than trying 
to manage everything in a collection of inboxes, dropboxes, and 
thumb drives. 

Discover.Surf

ACCESSORIES

Introducing Stringjoy Banjo Strings
Crafted with the same passion 

and dedication that has made our 
guitar strings a favorite among 
musicians worldwide, our new 
banjo strings are designed to de-
liver unparalleled tone, longevity, 
and playability. At Stringjoy, we understand the unique demands 
of banjo players—we are in Nashville after all—which is why we 
have meticulously developed our banjo strings to cater to your 
specific needs. Whether you’re playing traditional bluegrass, folk, 
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or exploring new musical territories, our new banjo strings have 
got the goods to take you where you want to go. Speaking of 
bluegrass, we also have a brand new 12-56 gauge of our Naturals 
acoustic strings that is optimized for the needs of bluegrass play-
ers, so now you can outfit the whole band from the banjo to the 
mando to the guitar-o.

StringJoy.com

Gator Expands ICON Series 
Drum Bags with New Sizes

Following the recent release of 
its ICON Series Drum Bags, Gator 
has announced the addition of nine 
new sizes. This expansion includes 
five bass drum sizes (18x16, 20x18, 22x14, 26x14, 26x16), three 
snare drum sizes (10x5, 12x5, 13x3), and a 14x10 rack tom bag.

Designed to streamline setup and teardown, each bag features 
a sloping zipper for easy drum access, a bright red interior for im-
proved visibility, and clearly marked exterior sizing tags for quick 
identification. The bags are constructed from strong, black nylon 
and feature a rubber-coated base for enhanced protection. Inside, 
the bags offer thick padding with a soft lining, while compart-
ments in the snare bags provide convenient drumhead storage.

Gatorco.com

BOSS Introduces Katana Gen 
3 Guitar Amplifier Series

BOSS introduces the Katana Gen 
3 Guitar Amplifier lineup, the third 
generation of the best-selling Katana 
amp series. Refreshed with updat-
ed sounds and features, the seven Katana Gen 3 models deliver 
evolved performance to take guitar ambitions to the next level. 
New Tube Logic enhancements enrich the core platform with 
even greater sound, feel, and response, including an expressive 
Pushed amp character that edge-of-breakup fans will love. The 
BOSS Tone Studio app has also been updated, making remote 
amp and effects editing workflows more intuitive than ever.

Backed by the acclaimed BOSS Tube Logic amplifier architec-
ture and reactive Class AB power, the Katana series has become a 
standard for guitarists everywhere since its introduction in 2016. 
Katana amps embody decades of BOSS development knowledge, 
offering professional, tube-inspired sound coupled with modern 
advantages like onboard effects, one-touch memory recall, deep 
sound customization, and variable power control. Katana Gen 3 
elevates the lineup with even more range and versatility, provid-
ing a playing experience that goes where no other amps can.

Boss.info

Hercules Releases Double Boom Mic Stand
Tight spaces and complicated 

multi-mic setups can create un-
sightly clutter and cause logistical 
issues for musicians and engineers 
alike. Streamlining the number of 
tripods can reduce stress, improve 
appearance, and even enhance 
safety. Hercules is helping to opti-
mize performance environments for both stage and studio, with 
the all-new MS464BPRO Double Boom Mic Stand. Crafted with 
precision and ingenuity, the stand’s two boom arms facilitate the 
miking of two instruments, with the footprint of only one tripod.

The Double Boom Mic stand boasts two telescopic boom arms, 

ensuring optimal mic placement by extending for longer distanc-
es while minimizing excess boom for shorter ones. Its dual boom 
clamps allow for simultaneous adjustments in angle, positioning, 
and height, all managed by a single tightening lever for conve-
nience. Additionally, the Power Lock Lever provides stability during 
performances by securely locking the boom arms in place with a 
ratchet mechanism, preventing any slippage caused by mic weight.

HerculesStands.com

It’s Time for a Change of Scenery 
- McCormick’s Backdrop Systems

Ditch the tired old routine and trans-
form your performances with McCormick’s 
high-impact, budget-friendly backdrop 
and front screen solutions.

McCormicksNet.com

INSTRUMENTS

NS Design Launches the Innovative 
CR Series Six-String Electric Violin

NS Design continues its commitment to 
cutting edge solid-body bowed electrics with 
the latest addition to their CR Series, the CR6 
Six String Electric Violin. Tuned in fifths (EAD-
GCF), or even like a guitar, the six-string de-
sign is an exciting option for violinists and an inviting new adven-
ture for guitarists exploring new sonic territory. 

The CR6 is equipped with state-of-the-art active electronics, 
with dual-mode preamp offering two distinct tonal qualities: a 
rich, modern electric violin sound and a balanced, traditional 
acoustic violin sound. 

The NS Polar Pickup System captures string vibrations with ex-
ceptional sensitivity, offering brilliant sound for both bowed and 
pizzicato techniques. A three-way toggle switch, along with vol-
ume, bass EQ, and treble EQ controls, provide players with unpar-
alleled control over their sound. The CR6 also offers a 1/8” head-
phone jack for in-ear monitoring and silent practice.

Custom hardshell case standard with bow holder, handle, 
strap, and accessories pouches; tool kit and owner’s manual also 
included. 

ThinkNS.com

Fender Announces the Tom DeLonge Starcaster
Fender has announced the release of 

a signature guitar in honor of a melod-
ic-punk icon, the fan favorite Tom De-
Longe Starcaster. Initially released in the 
‘70s to offer versatile sounds for players, 
DeLonge was drawn to the Starcaster only 
recently, with him first using it on stage in 
2022. Its infamy was quick and fast, with 
die-hard fans of this punk icon rushing to 
modify their own Squier Starcasters at home into makeshift repli-
cas of the instrument! So, what were they trying to emulate?

•	 Seymour Duncan SH-5 Duncan Custom humbucker
•	 Comfy modern “C” neck
•	 12”-radius rosewood fingerboard for a contemporary feel
•	 DeLonge’s original signature artwork and a custom-craft-

ed neck plate 
Available in four modern finishes: Satin Shoreline Gold, Satin 

Surf Green, Satin Olympic White and Satin Shell Pink
Fender.com

July 2024  •   School Band & Orchestra     25


